NNMC Faculty Senate Meeting
Sept 4, 2026
Minutes
Meeting called to order at 1:02 pm. 

Senators/Officers in attendance: Sushmita Nandy, Lori Franklin, Isabel Marlens, Maria Constanza Garrido Sierralta, Teresa Beaty, Robert Tierney, MariaElena Salazar, Michael Gideon, Rachel Meiklejohn, Medhi Nikpour, Kimberly Spray, Kelvin Rodriguez, Brenda Linnell, Joan Hodge, Margaret Zak, Anne Gray, David Torres, Steve Cox

Non-senators & Officers/Guests in attendance: Lori Baca, Ellen Trabka, Arin McKenna

Motion to approve meeting agenda – Anne Gray
2nd motion to approve meeting agenda – Margaret Zak 
All approve – Motion passes
 
Guests/Reports
Provost report – presented by Ellen Trabka & Lori Baca
· Provosts shared plans to meet with department chairs to learn more about departmental and programmatic priorities and needs
· Congratulated the faculty in the Department of Engineering for their successful efforts towards accreditation through the Accreditation Board of Engineering and Technology (ABET) for their EMET and IT programs, as well as the Department of Teacher Education and the Center for Online Learning on chair and director hirings 
· Reported on recent New Mexico Council of University Presidents (NM CUP) meeting (including positive NM financial forecast, statewide enrollment increase, need to focus on retention and graduation rates, and fiscal year ‘28 budget emphasis on scholarships, retention, and increased funding for trades, particularly related to LANL) 
· Reported on NNMC’s online HUB moving forward with current focus on developing Gen Ed master courses
· Reported on NNMC enrollment for Fall 2026; up by 5% as of present
Communications Department Report – presented by Arin McKenna
· Provided an in-depth update on GO Bond 3, presented an opportunity for questions, and called for faculty support
Union Report – presented by Rachel Meiklejohn (proxy for Rhiannon West) 
· Reported on the hope to include higher education in the statewide 80/20 healthcare initiative; called for faculty to complete healthcare survey and for NNMC reps to attend a town hall meeting to discuss this issue on 9/17/26
· Reported on the Union meeting scheduled for 9/24/26 (in AD 100/101 and on Zoom) to discuss treasurer election and dues structures 

Old Business - none

New Business

Vote on resolution to Support GO Bond 
Motion to support GO Bond – Joan Hodge
2nd motion to support GO Bond – Teresa Beaty
All approve – Motion passes

Committee Reports

Academic Standards – presented by Rachel Meiklejohn & Brenda Linnell
· Reported on discussion of the need to update contacts in Canvas and Degree Works
· Explained that the plagiarism and cheating form is located in the “faculty forms” section on the website; if there’s a confirmed case of AI-use that involves fabricating citations/plagiarism that form can be used
¡Así Es! – presented by MariaElena Salazar
· Reported on committee’s intention to increase contributions to the wider campus this year
Educational Policy – No new report 

General Education – presented by Joan Hodge & Lori Franklin 
· Reported that one new member was added to the committee and the first meeting is scheduled for 9/23/26 at 10 am
Honors – presented by Margaret Zak
· Reported on the ongoing call for honorary degree applicants; packets are due by 11/01/26 
· Faculty question: can we nominate those who already have BAs or beyond? This will be discussed in a future committee meeting
Personnel – presented by David Torres 
· Reported on the committee’s dire need for new members and a new co-chair; Department Senators were asked to please communicate this to departments
· Reported that sabbatical applications are due by 10/01/26 
PFAC (President’s Faculty Advisory Committee) – presented by Margaret Zak
· Reported on two existing priorities before their first meeting: 1) timeline for hiring provost and HR director; 2) faculty input on commencement speakers; the PFAC encouraged more input from all faculty on priorities going forward
· Faculty expressed interest in knowing more about plans for increased surveillance at Northern
· Faculty suggested inviting NNMC Security Director to Faculty Senate to discuss surveillance and adding PFAC topics to Faculty Senate agenda
Tenure – presented by David Torres & Teresa Beaty
· Reported that first meeting will be held on 9/9/26
Undergraduate Curriculum – presented by Steve Cox
· Reported that the committee meets the Wednesday before each Senate meeting; they are still missing members from BCES and Teacher Education
· Departments were asked to submit course change forms through Adobe Sign
· AHS requested clarification on outdated Adobe forms—AHS is missing from the dropdown menu of the course/program change forms on Abode Sign
Ad-hoc Committees

AI Policy (ad-hoc) – presented by Ruben Olguin and Robert Tierney 
· Reported that committee is looking to upload summer professional development sessions to Canvas--they hope to resolve the problem that Canvas is not accessible to staff, which may lead to a larger discussion about using Canvas for internal trainings 
Graduate Curriculum (ad-hoc) – no new report

Collaboration on Academic Freedom (ad-hoc) – presented by Steph Zawadski & Anne Gray
· Reported that committee has been active all summer meeting with council reps from other institutions and working with NNMC Communications to create a website for this group, which will be hosted at Northern; they are also working with the Staff Senate and are interested in making this a standing committee; they are open to feedback and suggestions
Announcements: 

· Faculty Senate minutes/agenda will be sent out at least a week before each meeting; Faculty Senate President is working with IT to be able to send out calendar invites and asked all faculty to please provide feedback to help us make the Faculty Senate platform better/more helpful

Motion to adjourn the meeting – Anne Gray
2nd motion to adjourn – Steve Cox
All voted in favor – motion passes.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:57 pm

********************************
